
1594

Sept. 21 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

lish, the people of Northern Ireland would still
like the United States involved, along with Great
Britain and Ireland in trying to work through
this? John Hume is here tonight in the United
States, the symbol of peace and hope and de-
cency. Where are you, John? Stand up. [Ap-
plause]

If things are so bad here, why did the people
of South Africa want the United States to go
there and help them ensure that their election
was free and fair and honest and nonviolent?
Why did the people in the Middle East want
to come here to sign their peace agreement
and want us involved in what they are doing?
Why, even at the tensest moments of our nego-
tiations down in Haiti, did the de facto leaders
say, ‘‘Well, if the President is determined to
do this and the world community is determined
to do this, at least we want the Americans here.
We trust them.’’?

I’ll tell you why: Because this is a good coun-
try which is changing as it has always changed.
We have problems. But in order to have the
energy to face our problems and overcome
them, we have to have the necessary attitude
that says we are doing some things right, we
are going in the right direction, and the last
thing we need to do is to go back to the politics
of resentment and rhetoric and diversion and
division. Go out there and fight for the future,
and you will all win in November.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:25 p.m. at the
Washington Sheraton Hotel. In his remarks, he
referred to Beryl Ann Bentsen, wife of Secretary
of the Treasury Lloyd Bentsen, and John Hume,
Member of Parliament from Northern Ireland.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Deployment of United States
Armed Forces to Haiti
September 21, 1994

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
On September 18, I reported to the Congress

that an agreement was successfully concluded
by former President Jimmy Carter, Senator Sam
Nunn, and General Colin Powell regarding the
transition between the de facto government and
the elected government in Haiti. On September
18, I also directed the deployment of U.S.
Armed Forces to Haiti as part of the multi-
national coalition provided for by U.N. Security
Council Resolution 940 of July 31, 1994. I am
providing this report, consistent with the War
Powers Resolution, to ensure that the Congress
is kept fully informed regarding this action to
support multilateral efforts to restore democracy
in Haiti and to protect democracy in our hemi-
sphere.

On September 19, at approximately 9:25 a.m.
e.d.t., units under the command of the Com-
mander in Chief, U.S. Atlantic Command, were
introduced into Haitian territory, including its
territorial waters and airspace. United States
Armed Forces participating in the deployment
include forces from the U.S. Army’s 18th Air-
borne Corps, including the 10th Mountain Divi-

sion; U.S. Naval Forces from the U.S. Atlantic
Fleet, including the U.S. Second Fleet and U.S.
Marine Forces and amphibious ships; U.S. Air
Forces, including the 12th Air Force; and var-
ious units from U.S. Special Forces.

Air-landed and seaborne U.S. forces success-
fully secured initial entry points at Port au
Prince International Airport and the Port au
Prince port facilities. Approximately 1,500 troops
were involved in these initial efforts. No resist-
ance was encountered and there were no U.S.
casualties. Over the next several days, it is antici-
pated that U.S. troop strength in Haiti will in-
crease by several thousand in order to ensure
the establishment and maintenance of a secure
and stable environment.

As to the duration of the mission, our pres-
ence in Haiti will not be open-ended. As I indi-
cated on September 18, the coalition will be
replaced after a period of months by a U.N.
peacekeeping force, the U.N. Mission in Haiti
(UNMIH). By that time, the bulk of U.S. forces
will have departed. Some U.S. forces will make
up a portion of the UNMIH and will be present
in Haiti for the duration of the U.N. mission.
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The entire U.N. mission will withdraw from
Haiti after elections are held next year and a
new Haitian government takes office in early
1996, consistent with U.N. Security Council
Resolution 940.

The military operations I have directed are
conducted under U.S. command and control.
As I reported to the Congress on September
18, the departure from power of the coup lead-
ers will substantially decrease the likelihood of
armed resistance. There has not been armed
resistance to the deployment. However, the
forces are equipped for combat and ready to
accomplish their mission and to defend them-
selves, as well as to ensure the safety of U.S.
nationals in Haiti.

I have taken these measures to further the
national security interests of the United States:
to stop the brutal atrocities that threaten tens
of thousands of Haitians; to secure our borders;

to preserve stability and promote democracy in
our hemisphere; and to uphold the reliability
of the commitments we make, and the commit-
ments others make to us, including the Gov-
ernors Island Agreement and the agreement
concluded on September 18 in Haiti.

I have ordered this deployment of U.S.
Armed Forces pursuant to my constitutional au-
thority to conduct foreign relations and as Com-
mander in Chief and Chief Executive.

Finally, I remain committed to consulting
closely with the Congress, and I will continue
to keep the Congress fully informed regarding
this important deployment of our Armed Forces.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on Emigration Policies of
Russia
September 21, 1994

To the Congress of the United States:
I hereby transmit a report concerning the

emigration laws and policies of the Russian Fed-
eration as required by subsections 402(b) and
409(b) of Title IV of the Trade Act of 1974,
as amended (the ‘‘Act’’). I have determined that
the Russian Federation is in full compliance
with the criteria in subsections 402(a) and 409(a)

of the Act. As required by Title IV, I will pro-
vide the Congress with periodic reports regard-
ing the Russian Federation’s compliance with
these emigration standards.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
September 21, 1994.

Remarks at a Rhythm and Blues Concert
September 22, 1994

Thank you. Please be seated. Well, we’re a
little late and a little wet, but I hope that you’re
as glad to be here as Hillary and I are glad
to have you here, even though a little late. I
want to thank Marilyn Bergman and Frances
Preston for their leadership in promoting Amer-
ican music and for their help in making this
evening possible.

In this tent tonight, there are representatives
of many creative disciplines: lyricists, composers,
authors, photographers, film makers, dramatists,
and others. All of you have heightened the way
the rest of us experience beauty, pleasure, pain.
I can’t even begin to contemplate a world with-
out the gifts that you have given. I’m also glad
you’ve brought some great performers with you.
The theme of tonight’s program is ‘‘Soul Tree,’’
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